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Course description

The summer course is dedicated to the political dynamics of Europe and between Europe and
other regions and powers, all of which shapes the current constellation of relations
and tensions within the states and between individual states or regions. It is characterized by
deep tension between globalization and regionalization, cosmopolitanism and
nationalism, the defence of federalism and withdrawal to the nation state, and, finally,
between enlightened criticism and fundamentalism.

The course concentrates on the following aspects:

- Crises and crisis-ridden phenomena in Europe, such as the Euro and the economic crisis that
led to tension between North and South and to conflict between economic solidarity
and egoism;

- the legitimacy crisis of traditional political parties, notably the Social Democrats, and of the
EU since 2008 due to the increase in youth unemployment and poverty;

- the EU as a political project has stagnated since the referenda in EU member states, which
had already rejected the proposed European constitution prior to the outbreak of the crisis.
The decline in the legitimacy of the EU has since then led to tension between
growing disengagement of the population, on the one hand, and the necessary economic and
political deepening, on the other hand;

- the so-called refugee crisis and the rise in populism and nationalism both in European states
and between several EU states, the Visegrad countries, and the EU,



- the geopolitical tensions in Ukraine and the Crimea, the power vacuum in the Middle East,
the upswing in Turkey’s rebuffing of Europe, the withdrawal of the USA from world politics
under Trump, and the expansion of China — all trends that evidence the current
European inability to engage jointly in more active European foreign politics;

- the cultural tension between humanism and fundamentalism, clearly visible in
the relativization of scientific truth, the repudiation of gender politics and unrestrained
racism and anti-Semitism.

Program
3/9
1l0am -2 pm

Zoran Kurelic, University of Zagreb: The End of the World

Kolinda Grabar Kitarovic, University of Zagreb: Responsibility to Protect: Concept, Lessons
Learned, Challenges, Limitations and Opportunities for Future Application

Vedran Jerbic, University of Zagreb: Hegemony as a Linguistic Concept

4/9

l0am -2 pm

Wolfgang Heuer, Free University Berlin: Goodbye, Europe
Fred Dewey, independent scholar, Los Angeles: Hello Europe

Hrvoje Spehar, University of Zagreb: Title

5/9

l0am-2pm

Cristina Sdnchez, Autonomous University Madrid: Thinking against Evil
Waltraud Meints, Hochschule Niederrhein: Power and Social Justice

Zlatan Krajaina, University of Zagreb: Title



6/9

10 am -2 pm

Helgard Mahrdt, University of Oslo: The Challenge of Living Together or: Sharing the World
Rafael Kasper, UFRG Porto Alegre: Writing about Jews - and other nationalities

lana Lepetiukhina, Kant University Kaliningrad: Compassion towards refugees: pro et contra

719
10 am -1 pm

Jana Lozanoska, UN University for Peace, Costa Rica: Jose Saramago and Hannah Arendt on
Europe - their scepticism and beyond!

Maria Francisca Pinheiro Coelho, University of Brasilia: Hannah Arendt and Walter
Benjamin: Eros of Friendship and Elective Affinities in Dark Times



