Globalization and Democracy: The Downfall of the West? From O. Spengler to E. Todd.
On the centennial of the reflection on the fate of Western civilization.
IUC Dubrovnik | 21–26 September 2026

In this seminar, we will critically examine Oswald Spengler and Emmanuel Todd—two major thinkers who, one century apart, diagnosed crises in Western civilization. While Spengler wrote in the aftermath of the First World War, Todd analyzes demographic and cultural transformations amid today’s geopolitical tensions, including the fractured relationships among the United States, the European Union, and Russia.
These narratives of “decline” are increasingly echoed and weaponized by contemporary radical populist movements. Our aim is not to embrace these narratives, but to interrogate them rigorously—demonstrating that, despite present challenges, the fundamental values of the Western democratic tradition remain vital to the future of Europe.
We will approach this question on three levels: Geopolitical: Examining emerging global power dynamics. Demographic: Analyzing new patterns of citizenship and EU demographic policy. Institutional: Assessing how democratic institutions adapt under globalization pressures.

Monday 21. 9.  
9:30 - 10:30
Michael Antolović, Oswald Spengler and the Conservative Revolution
10:30- 11:30
[bookmark: _GoBack]Goran Gretić, The Fall of the West. The Spengler Case.  
[bookmark: _Hlk239931791]Break 11:30-12
[bookmark: _Hlk238808991]12-13
Marija Marsenić, The Asymmetric West: Europe's Technological Autonomy Between American Digital Dpminance and Regulatory Power

Tuesdey 22.9.
 9:30-10:30
Zdravko Petak, The Political Economy of the Decline of the West and Emmanuel Todd. Demographic and religious causes of the breakdown (we are waiting for the text - certain)
10:30 – 11:30 
Helena Korošec, BRICS+ as a Challenge to the Existing International Order.
[bookmark: _Hlk239931868]Break 11:30-12
12 – 13 
Igor Lukšić, Mechanicisam. The Rise and Fall of the West

Wednesday 23.9.
9:30-10:30 
Miša Đurković, Seduction and mistakes in Todd's book The Defeat of the West
10:30 – 11: 30
Boško Picula,  Politics and Moving Images in the Context of Crisis: Is the West Failing in the Best Picture Oscar Winners of the 21st Century?
Break 11:30-12:00
12 - 13
Damjan Stanić
The Rise and Fall of the New Roman Empire: The (Im)possibility of Justice in Technological Societies and Phases of the Self-destruction of the Occident

Thursday 24.9.
9:30 – 10:30 
Petar Popović, Civilization as a heuristic framework for considering the future of international order: Spengler, Buzan and Gilpin
10:30 – 11:30
Šaćir Filandra, The West in Bosniak Ideology
Break 11:30 – 12:00
12-13
Tihomir Cipek, Against the West. The Ideology of Russian Slavophiles

Friday 25.9.
9:30-10:30
Aleksa Filipović, A Critical Reassessment of Emmanuel Todd's Thesis on Russia's Stability, Sovereignty, and Resilience in 'The Defeat of the West' Based on Contemporary Economic, Demographic, and Socio-Cultural Indicators"
10:30-11:30
Stevan Gajić, Death to the World: How to Survive the Defeat of the West
Break 11:30 – 12:00
12-13
Vedran Jerbić, Spenger and Postmodernism
13 – 14
Heinz Sünker, Democracy or Capitalism. 'Untergang' or Emancipatory Transition? 
