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Course description:

This course explores the multiple dimensions of imagining futures in an era marked by uncertainty and accelerated change. The future is no longer a distant horizon but an active and contested one, shaped by narratives, infrastructures, and power relations in the present. Imaginaries of the future do not merely anticipate what is to come; they actively structure social expectations, guide policy decisions, and legitimize certain forms of innovation while marginalizing others.

The course analyzes how speculative visions—ranging from techno-optimistic utopias to climate dystopias—circulate across media, academic discourse, and public policy. These narratives mobilize resources, orient collective action, and define what is considered possible or inevitable. Particular attention is given to the role of digital technologies and environmental crises in reshaping temporal consciousness and producing new regimes of anticipation.

Imagining near futures has long been a central concern in political philosophy and in the history of political thought, especially insofar as it appeals to praxis. Social movements, political communities, and emancipatory projects have consistently proposed—and continue to propose—counterfactual alternatives to a threatening present. Utopia and dystopia intersect in these visions of the near future, revealing the normative tensions embedded in political imagination. The course also examines the role of imagination in opening up new political futures, while critically addressing the unequal distribution of the capacity to imagine and institutionalize them. Whose futures are being imagined, and who has the authority to define them?



Program SEP 7-11, 2026:

Online 
Monday - Meints-Stender
Leaving earlier
Thursday - Bachmann, Heimann, Lepetiukhina, Sánchez 

Monday 7/9
9:30-14

Welcome, course directors

Zoran Kurelić, University of Zagreb, Croatia 
Magnifica Humanitas Fights Back

Vlasta Jalušič, Peace Institute Ljubljana, Slovenia
Decline of Equality and Crisis of Politics

(Online) Waltraud Meints-Stender, University of Applied Science Niederrhein, Germany 
The Political Imaginary, Reflective Judgment, and Critique 

Tuesday 8/9
9:30-14

Viktoria Bachmann / Raoul Heimann, University of Rostock, Germany
Ilyin and Danilewskij as Putin’s Thought Leaders

Iana Lepetiukhina, University of Rostock, Germany
Two visions of Russia’s Future in Emigration: Ivan Ilyin and Fyodor Stepun

12 IUC director’s reception

Yinli Wang, ShanghaiTech University, China
Arendt’s European View of Technology in “The Human Condition”


Wednesday 9/9
9:30-14

Cristina Sánchez, Autonomous University Madrid, Spain
Political Imagination, Resistances, and Imagined Futures: Back to the Classics

Rafael Kasper, Porto Alegre, Brazil – Berlin, Germany	
We Immigrants

Antonio Gómez Ramos, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, Spain 
Production of Superfluity: on Life, Waste and Politics

15:30-17:30
Lea Pavlović, University of Zagreb, Croatia 
The Role of Love in Hannah Arendt's Political Thought

Karla Takač, University of Zagreb, Croatia 
The European Union's foreign policy in crisis regions: 
Comparative Analysis towards Ukraine and the Middle East

Thursday 10/9
9:30-14

Bojana Klepač Rolih, University of Zagreb, Croatia 
Place-based Systems Change: Local Responses to Complex Problems

Šelo Šabić, University of Zagreb, Croatia
From Within or not at all: Social Mobilisation, New Actors, 
and the Possibility of Change in a Divided State
 
Lana Zdravković, Peace Institute Ljubljana, Slovenia
The Inversion of Nationalism: Emancipatory Patriotism 
and Political Subjectivation in the Serbian Student Protests




Friday 11/9
9-13:30

Wolfgang Heuer, Free University Berlin, Germany 
The Philosopher and the Worker. On Humanism  

Shiyu Zhang, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China
Revising Philia: Arendt on Friendship in a Polarized Age

Gorazd Kovačič, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
Violence in Politics

Perspectives for 2027




3

