14th Graduate Spring School & Research conference
on Comparative Media Systems:

“Autocratization and the Media in the Digital Age”

IUC, Dubrovnik, 13-17 April 2026

Monday, 13 April 2026
9:30 – 10.30
Zrinjka Peruško, University of Zagreb, Croatia
Introduction to the course – What is the autocratic wave in the hybrid media system?
10:30-12:00
Göran Bolin, Södertörn University, Stockholm, Sweden
“An Authoritarian Personality for the 21st Century: Surveillance Capitalism and Technofascism”
12.00-12:30
Coffee break

12:30 – 13:30
Miklós Sükösd, University of Copenhagen, Denmark (online)

"The authoritarian vs the democratic election campaign of Orbán vs Magyar: Reflections on the Janus-faced Hungarian elections 2026" 
Lunch break

Doctoral student presentations:

16.30-17:00
Peter Čakš, Suzana Žilič Fišer, University of Maribor, Slovenia
“Good Neighbour Expectations and Autocratization, Constraints on the Watchdog Role in Local Journalism”
17.00-17.30
Nataliia Murashko, Södertörn University, Sweden
“Media (AI) and Migration Practices of Ukrainians in Exile”
Tuesday, 14 April 2026
9:00-10:30
Carmen Ciller, Universidad Carlos III, Madrid, Spain
“Cinema in the latest autocratization wave”
10:30-11:00
Coffee break
11:00-12:30
Anne Kaun, Södertörn University, Stockholm, Sweden
“Authoritarian technologies: the limits of citizen participation in public AI implementation“ 
Lunch break
Doctoral student presentations:
16.00-16.30
Mariana Gomes, Karlstad University, Sweden
“The effect of NGO-ization in community news projects in the favelas of Brazil”

16.30-17:00
Matej Mikašinović-Komšo, University of Zagreb, Croatia
“The Extreme Right and Liberal Democracy - A Longitudinal Study of the Internet Forum 4chan”

17:00-17:30
Richard Brandt, Dortmund University, Germany
“Aspiration equals reality?!: A qualitative content analysis comparing economic journalism skills taught in journalism education with the requirements of professional journalism practice in Germany”
Wednesday, 15 April 2026
10:00-11:30
Susanne Kinnebrock, Augsburg University, Germany
"The changing notion of freedom of expression in the light of autocratization: historical and current perspectives" 
11.30-12.00 Coffee break
12:00-13.30 
Paolo Mancini, Rita Marchetti, Università di Perugia, Italy (online)
“Media Capture: revising the concept while building the map”
Lunch break & organized city sightseeing 
Thursday, 16 April 2026
10:00- 11:30 
Fredrik Stiernstedt, Södertörn University, Stockholm, Sweden

“Epistemic Mismatch and Technocratic Authoritarianism: Engineers’ Distrust in News Media”
11.30-12.00 Coffee break
12.00-13.30
Zlatan Krajina, University of Zagreb, Croatia (online)

“Does distraction in digital media consumption work to the advantage or disadvantage of autocratization”
Lunch break
Doctoral student presentations:
16.00-16:30
Paulo Ferracioli, Hanken School of Economics, Finland
“Fact-Checking and Artificial Intelligence: Analyzing Journalism's Response to Misinformation in Different Media Systems”
16:30 – 17.00
Trang-Nhung Pham, Karlstad University, Sweden
“‘Let’s give effort, not opinion’: How Vietnamese social media influencers shape the notion of ‘good citizen’
17.00 – 17.30
Victoria Leszczyńska, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland
“The autocratization of media systems in the Visegrad Group countries”
Friday, 17 April 2026
10:00 -11:30
Susanne Fengler, TU Dortmund, Germany
“Media Development in a Multipolar Order: Introducing the ‘Butterfly Model’ of Competing Influence on Journalism”
11:30 -13:00
Antonija Čuvalo, Dina Vozab, Zrinjka Peruško, University of Zagreb, Croatia
“Journalistic roles and dynamics of democratic backsliding in Central and Eastern Europe”
13:00

Closing ceremony, course evaluation, awarding of certificates
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