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ATROCITY CRIMES PREVENTION AND HUMAN RIGHTS:

IMPLEMENTING THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT 

DUBROVNIK ATROCITY PREVENTION SCHOOL

9 – 13 May 2022 
https://iuc.hr/programme/1594/apply 

Background

The prevention of atrocity crimes (genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity), is one of the great challenges of our times. This course offers a unique opportunity to study atrocity prevention and examine the ways in which prevention is practiced in the field alongside some of the world’s leading practitioners and scholars. It examines the causes of atrocity crimes, and how they escalate from patterns of human rights violations, the challenge and practices of early warning and the practical dilemmas associated with translating early warning into early preventive action. 
Participants will explore the challenge of assessing the effectiveness of different types of preventions, focusing on preventive diplomacy, field operations, humanitarian action, civil society action, economic inducements and other mean of prevention. During this course, participants will learn different ways of examining and evaluating atrocity prevention, to understand and compare the different actors engaged in this work, to consider the relationship between gender, human rights, and the prevention of atrocity crimes, and to understand, assess and utilise key tools such as preventive diplomacy, peaceful measures, coercive measures, the protection of civilians in complex operations, transitional justice and accountability, and the prevention of recurrence. These insights and skills will be put to the test in a series of exercises. 

Objectives 

The Dubrovnik Atrocity Prevention School will introduce participants to the foundations and challenges of atrocity prevention and put special emphasis on the implementation of the “responsibility to protect” (R2P) principle agreed by all UN member states in 2005. More specifically, course participants will, inter alia, learn to:

· identify risks for atrocity crimes in a given society

· understand the relationship between certain types of human rights violations and atrocity crimes/risks

· consider which preventive and responsive measures are available in such situation 

· analyze the challenges that exist at the national, regional and international level to effective and timely atrocity prevention 

· understand the gendered dimensions of atrocity crimes and prevention

· examine good practices that exist in the field of atrocity prevention 

· evaluate the potential and impact of various mechanisms and institutions that work on atrocity prevention at the national, regional and international level

· assess the role civil society and regional organizations can play in atrocity prevention 

The course will apply a participant-centered learning approach and employ case-studies, presentations, simulations, and excursions. Each course will draw on expert guest lecturers, including members of the Global Network of R2P Focal Points and other practitioners who will be invited to share their experience of working on atrocity prevention. 

After completion of the course, student participants can participate in an optional exam which, depending on their home university, will count for 5 ECTS. Details will be announced during the course. After the course, all participants are expected to be able to apply their new knowledge on atrocity prevention in their own field of studies or work assignment. 

Participants

The course targets graduate students with a strong academic record and a documented interest in the field of atrocity prevention and R2P. 

All course participants are expected to participate actively in the classroom discussions. All teaching will be conducted in English. 

Expected Outcomes 

The course will create a new group of young leaders on atrocity prevention. The Dubrovnik Atrocity Prevention School will offer all alumni the ability to join an online network to build on the course experience and remain connected with other participants as well as the course directors and other resource persons. This will help to build a community of R2P practitioners. 

Course Directors 

The Dubrovnik Atrocity Prevention School is co-organised by leaders in the field of atrocity prevention with rich experience both in R2P research and implementation: 

1. Professor Alex Bellamy, University of Queensland, Australia. Director of the Asia- Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (will this year only participate online);
2. Assistant Professor Mario Krešić, University of Zagreb, Croatia;
3. Associate Professor Martin Mennecke, University of Southern Denmark, Denmark. Academic Adviser to the Danish Focal Point on R2P in the Danish Foreign Ministry, Denmark;
4. Associate Professor Cristina G. Stefan, University of Leeds, United Kingdom. Co-Director of the European Centre for the Responsibility to Protect;
5. Professor Ivan Šimonović, University of Zagreb, Croatia. Former UN Assistant Secretary General for Human Rights and Special Advisor to the United Nations Secretary-General on the Responsibility to Protect currently Permanent Representative of Croatia to the United Nations in New York;

6. Associate Professor Karen Smith, University of Leiden, The Netherlands; Former Special Advisor to the United Nations Secretary-General on the Responsibility to Protect 

Course Lecturers in 2022
In addition to the course directors, each year, the Dubrovnik Atrocity Prevention School is joined online or in-person by some guest lecturers who can make a special contribution to the course due to their expertise and experience in the field of atrocity prevention implementation. In 2022, there will be the following guest lecturers:

1. Noel Morada, Director of Regional Diplomacy and Capacity Building, Asia-Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to Protect

2. Savita Pawnday, Executive Director, Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect 
3. Juliette Paauwe, Senior Research Analyst, Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect 
4. Elisabeth Pramendorfer, Senior Human Rights Officer, Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect 
5. Ellen Stensrud, Senior Researcher, Norwegian Centre for Holocaust and Minority Studies

Important Dates 

Course registration (https://iuc.hr/programme/1594): 1 April 2022. 

Payment of the course fee: 1 May 2022 (in-person participants will have to make an additional payment after arriving in Dubrovnik).

Arrival of the in-person participants in Dubrovnik: Sunday, 8 May 2022 (programme starts at 15:00).
Start and end of the teaching sessions of the course: 9 – 13 May 2022.

Course Venue and Modes of Participation
The course will take place at the Inter-University Centre (IUC) in Dubrovnik, Croatia. Details regarding the venue can be found here: https://www.iuc.hr/.
The participants will have the possibility to choose between in-person (physical presence) participation and online remote participation through an online platform when registering for the course. If the participant wants to change the mode of participation after registration, this can be done by contacting the course coordinator Josipa (josipa.jerabek@student.pravo.hr).
Registration and Course Fee
All participants have to register online https://iuc.hr/programme/1594 (“Apply”) no later than 1 April 2022. Availability is limited.

The Course fee is 100 EUR for in-person participation and 75 EUR for online participation.  
All participants have to pay 75 EUR fee by 1 May. Participants who will attend the course in-person have to pay additional 25 EUR fee upon starting the course in Dubrovnik.
The fee can be paid as part of the registration. If you have not paid fee when registering for the first time, you have go through the registration process again or contact Inter-University Centre (IUC) in Dubrovnik (iuc@iuc.hr) to send you the information on the bank account.
Accommodation

Each participant is responsible for funding his/her own travel, accommodation and food. 

For more information on different options for accommodation please see the IUC website: https://www.iuc.hr/accomodation.php. For further information on this you can also contact the IUC office: iuc@iuc.hr. 
We have reserved discounted accommodation in a student dormitory (15-20 minutes walk from the IUC building) and at Apartments Kuzman (5 minutes from the IUC building). You can get additional information and arrange your accommodation by sending an email to the course coordinator Josipa at: josipa.jerabek@student.pravo.hr (please mention that you are participant of the Dubrovnik Atrocity Prevention School). We would recommend to arrange your accommodation as soon as possible. The number of available rooms is limited and we cannot guarantee that rooms will be available for all participants.
Inter-University Centre has some options for supporting participants who attend IUC programmes. For more information about IUC scholarships see: https://iuc.hr/scholarships and contact directly IUC office: iuc@iuc.hr. 
More useful information about Dubrovnik can be found at: https://iuc.hr/useful-info.
Visa and entry restrictions

We would recommend to start as soon as possible with the process of visa issuing, if this is required for your travel to Croatia. You can start with informing about the visa procedure for travelling to Croatia (education reason) following this link and continue with contacting the Croatian Embassy in your country. If you will need documents to be provided by the organizer of the educational programme (e.g., Letter of Guarantee, Invitation Letter), please contact the Inter University Centre (iuc@iuc.hr).

Regarding Covid travel restrictions please review the current rules at this website.
COURSE SCHEDULE 2022
Zoom details for students and course lecturers participating online: 
Will be announced in due course. 
SUNDAY, 8 MAY
	Arrival of participants and lecturers in Dubrovnik


	Dubrovnik time
	

	15:00–16:00

	Welcome at IUC and introduction to the Ukraine/R2P exercise for all participants and lecturers present in Dubrovnik (separate session will be scheduled for online participants)


	16:00–17:00
 
	Reception at IUC for all participants and lecturers present in Dubrovnik



	17:00–19:00

 
	Guided city tour of Dubrovnik (followed by optional dinner at local restaurant)


MONDAY, 9 MAY
	Opening session


	

	Dubrovnik time
	
	Brisbane time


	09:00–09:45
	Introduction to the Course, Participants and Lecturers
Mario Krešić, Ivan Simonovic and (briefly) Alex Bellamy* 


	17:00–17:45

	10:00–11:15
	R2P Basics and Challenges: Presentations by Course Participants 

(based on pre-course group work)
Facilitators: Martin Mennecke, Karen Smith and Cristina G. Stefan
Jaclyn Streitfeld-Hall and Savita Pawnday, “R2P and Prevention”, in Oliver Richmond and Gezim Visoka (eds.) The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Peace and Conflict Studies (Springer, 2020), 1-16
Spencer Zifcak, “Responsibility to protect”, in Malcolm Evans (ed.), International Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 5th edition 2018), 484-517

	18:00–19:15


	Session 1: Introduction to R2P


	Dubrovnik time
	
	Brisbane time


	11:30–12:00
	R2P in Practice: Lessons Learnt as UN Special Adviser on R2P
Karen Smith (UN Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on the Responsibility to Protect, 2019-2021)
Ivan Simonovic (UN Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on the Responsibility to Protect, 2016-2018)

Edward C. Luck, “Getting There, Being There: The Dual Roles of the Spe​cial Adviser”, in Alex Bellamy and Tim Dunne (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of the Responsibility to Protect (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016), 288-314
UN Secretary-General, Advancing atrocity prevention: work of the Office on Genocide Prevention and Responsibility to Protect, 3 May 2021

	19:30–20:00

	12:00—12:45


	Q&A and discussion

	20:00–20:45


	Session 2: R2P Actors


	

	Dubrovnik time
	
	Brisbane time

	14:00–15:15
	The United Nations and R2P 

Juliette Paauwe* (Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect) 

Edward C. Luck, “Why the UN Underperforms at Preventing Mass Atrocities”, Genocide Studies and Prevention (volume 11, issue 3, 2018), 32-47

	22:00–23:15

	15:30–16:30

	R2P and ‘Never Again’: Can We Learn from History?
Thorsten Wagner* (Fellowships at Auschwitz for the Study of Professional Ethics) 

Harald Welzer, “Did the Holocaust Have an Audience?”, in Nikolaus Hirsch, Wolfgang Lorch and Andrea Wandel (eds.), Gleis17/Track 17, (Berlin: Sternberg Press, 2009), 29-39   

	23:30–00:30

	16:30–17:00
	Time for follow-up questions and open discussion
This half hour will allow course participants to follow up on issues raised in today’s sessions together with the course lecturers present in the classroom in Dubrovnik. 


	00:30–01:00




TUESDAY, 10 MAY
	Session 3: Assessing and Responding to the Risks of Atrocity Crimes


	Dubrovnik time
	
	Brisbane time

	8:30–9:45

	Applying the UN Framework of Analysis for Atrocity Crimes in Practice
Noel Morada* (Asia-Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to Protect & University of Queensland)
United Nations, Framework of Analysis for Atrocity Crimes. A tool for prevention, 2014

For a video recording introducing the UN Framework please see: LINK TO BE ADDED  


	16:30–17:45

	10:00–11:15

	Regional Actors and R2P: The African Union, ASEAN and the European Union 
Facilitation            Karen Smith 
African Union       Frank Okyere* (Kofi Annan Peacekeeping 
                                Centre, Ghana)
ASEAN                   Noel Morada* (Asia-Pacific Centre for the
                               Responsibility to Protect & University of
                               Queensland)
European Union    Cristina G. Stefan (European Centre for the 
                                 Responsibility to Protect & University of Leeds)
Kwesi Aning and Frank Okyere, “The African Union and the Responsibility to Protect”, in Emma Birikorang, Frank Okyere and Kwesi Aning (eds.), Annual Review of Peace Support Operations in Africa 2017 (Kofi Annan Peacekeeping Training Centre, 2018), 125-139
Noel Morada, “ASEAN and the Rakhine Crisis: Balancing Non-interference, Accountability and Strategic Interests in Responding to Atrocities in Myanmar”, Global Responsibility to Protect (volume 13, issue 2-3, 2021), 131-157

Edward Newman and Cristina G. Stefan, “Normative Power Europe? The EU’s Embrace of the Responsibility to Protect in a Transitional International Order”, Journal of Common Market Studies (volume 58, issue 2, 2020), 472-490


	18:00–19:15

	Session 4: R2P Country Situations



	11:30—12:30
	R2P and Myanmar
Ellen E. Stensrud* (Norwegian Centre for Holocaust and Minority Studies)
Martin Mennecke and Ellen E. Stensrud, “The Failure of the International Community to Apply R2P and Atrocity Prevention in Myanmar”, Global Responsibility to Protect (vol. 13, issue 2-3, 2021), 111-130

	19:30—20:30


	Session 4: R2P Country Situations



	Dubrovnik time
	
	Brisbane time

	13:45–14:45
	R2P and Venezuela 

Elisabeth Pramendorfer* (Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect)
Moises Rendon, Interview with Elisabeth Pramendorfer, Centre for Strategic and International Studies, 5 November 2020

Marta Valinas, Francisco Cox Vial and Paul Seils, Taking Venezuelas’Human Rights Crisis Seriously, 12 October 2020

	21:45–22:45


	15:00–16:15
	R2P and Ukraine: Useless, Dead or Alive and Kicking?
Roundtable discussion with short introductory remarks by Ivan Simonovic, Martin Mennecke, Karen Smith and Cristina Stefan

READINGS TO BE ADDED

	23:00–00:15


	16:15–16:45
	Time for follow-up questions and open discussion
This half hour will allow course participants to follow up on issues raised in today’s sessions together with the course lecturers present in the classroom in Dubrovnik. 

	00:15–00:45



 WEDNESDAY, 11 MAY
	Session 4: R2P Country Situations (continued)



	Dubrovnik time
	
	Brisbane time

	9:00–10:00
	R2P and Croatia

Mario Krešić 
Humanitarian Law Centre. Criminal Charge for the Missing Brothers Abjanović Dismissed. Belgrade, 13 March 2019.

read: http://www.hlc-rdc.org/?p=36434&lang=de 

Humanitarian Law Centre. Dossier: Crimes against Croats in Vojvodina. Belgrade, January 2019.

read: summary, 9-10; introduction, 11-16; The disappearance of Mato and Ivica Abjanović, 56-57; parts referring to the village Morović, 19, 21, 22 and 30

http://www.hlc-rdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Dosije_Hrvati_u_Vojvodini_eng.pdf 

United Nations International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals. Case: Šešelj, Vojislav (MICT-16-99).

read the information provided at: https://www.irmct.org/en/cases/mict-16-99
European Court of Human Rights. The admissibility of an application, 2015. 

read: temporal jurisdiction, 4.

https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/COURTalks_Inad_Talk_ENG.pdf 


	17:00–18:00


	10:15–11:15
	R2P and the United Kingdom

Kate Ferguson* (Co-Executive Director, Protection Approaches)
Kate Ferguson, “A Response to the Integrated Review”, Foreign Policy Centre, 18 March 2021

	18:15–19:15


	Session 5: How to Implement: The R2P Focal Points and other R2P Practitioners

	

	Dubrovnik time
	
	Brisbane time

	11:30–12:15

 
	My Experience as R2P Practitioner  
Tanzania’s National               Felistas Mushti* (Legal Officer,

Committee for                         Ministry of Constitutional and Legal 
Prevention of Genocide         Affairs)
and Mass Atrocities 
“Tanzania”, in The Auschwitz Institute for Peace and Reconciliation, National Mechanisms for the Prevention of Genocide and other Atrocity Crimes: Effective and Sustainable Prevention Begins at Home, 2015, 7-9

	19:30–20:15


	13:30–14:30
	R2P and Ghana 

Frank Okyere* (Kofi Annan Peacekeeping Centre, Ghana) 

William A. Awinador-Kanyirige, “Ghana's National Peace Council”, Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, Policy Brief, August 2014

	21:30–22:30

	14:45–15:45
	TOPIC, LECTURER AND READINGS
TO BE DETERMINED. 

	22:45–23:45


	16:00–16:30
	Time for follow-up questions and open discussion
This half hour will allow course participants to follow up on issues raised in today’s sessions together with the course lecturers present in the classroom in Dubrovnik. 

	00:00–00:30


	16:30–18:00
	Optional: Excursion to the Dubrovnik War Museum  

Joint visit with introduction by Josipa Jerabek (course coordinator and graduate of DAPS 2021)

READINGS TO BE ADDED

	N/A


THURSDAY, 12 MAY
	Session 6: R2P Country Situations and Actors (continued)



	Dubrovnik time
	
	Brisbane time

	9:00–10:00


	China and R2P
Alex Bellamy* (Asia-Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to Protect & University of Queensland)
Asia-Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, “Genocide and Crimes Against Humanity in Xinjiang? Applying the Legal Tests”, November 2020

	17:00–18:00

	10:15–11:15
	The United States – a True Leader in Atrocity Prevention? 

Nicole Widdersheim* (Human Rights Watch)
The White House, “Executive Order: Comprehensive Approach to Atrocity Prevention and Response”, 18 May 2018

U.S. Department of State Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization Operations, “2021 Report to Congress Pursuant to Section 5 of the Elie Wiesel Genocide and Atrocities Prevention Act of 2018”, 12 July 2021

	18:15–19:15

	11:30–12:30
	Introduction to the R2P Focal Points and their Global Network
Martin Mennecke 
Martin Mennecke, “Never again? The role of the global network of R2P focal points in preventing atrocity crimes”, Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights (volume 39, issue 2, 2021), 161-181

The article can also be downloaded here: https://portal.findresearcher.sdu.dk/da/publications/never-again-the-role-of-the-global-network-of-r2p-focal-points-in  


	19:30–20:30


	Session 7 : R2P’s Future Directions and Challenges



	Dubrovnik time
	
	Brisbane time

	13:45–14:45
	Women and R2P
Cristina G. Stefan (European Centre for the Responsibility to Protect & University of Leeds)

Cristina G. Stefan, “Opportunity for Gendering the Responsibility to Protect Agenda at the United Nations?”, Global Studies Quarterly, vol. 1 (2021), 1-13

	21:45–22:45

	15:00–16:00
	Civil Society as the Lone Driver of R2P? 
Savita Pawnday* (Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect)
Simon Adams, “If Not Now, When?”: The Responsibility to Protect, the Fate of the Rohingya and the Future of Human Rights, Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, 10 January 2019, 16-18

Simon Adams, Myanmar’s Deadly Coup and the Responsibility to Protect, Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, 25 March 2021

	23:00–00:00

	16:00–16:30
	Time for follow-up questions and open discussion
This half hour will allow course participants to follow up on issues raised in today’s sessions together with the course lecturers present in the classroom in Dubrovnik. 


	00:00–00:30




FRIDAY, 13 MAY
	Session 8: The Future of R2P Research and Advocacy


	Dubrovnik time
	
	Brisbane time

	9:00–10:00



	TOPIC, READINGS AND LECTURER TO BE DETERMINED

	17:00–18:00

	10:15–12:15


	Applying R2P to the War in Ukraine?
Students will present the results of their group work. 
	18:15–20:15


	Closing session


	 

	Dubrovnik time
	
	Brisbane time

	12:30–13:00
	Wrap up, information on the exam, evaluation and next steps

Mario Krešić and Martin Mennecke

	20:30–21:00


	14:00–15:30
	Optional: Tour of the Dubrovnik City Walls  

Visit with introduction by Josipa Jerabek (course coordinator and graduate of DAPS 2021)

	N/A


PRE-COURSE AND FURTHER READINGS

A working background knowledge of international relations, global governance and human rights is assumed, as is some basic knowledge about the responsibility to protect (R2P) and atrocity prevention. All participants are encouraged to read at least parts of the following readings to ensure that all participants have a common starting point for the discussions:
· Scott Straus, Fundamentals of Genocide and Mass Atrocity Prevention (Washington, DC: US Holocaust Memorial Museum, 2016)

· Alex J. Bellamy and Edward C. Luck, The Responsibility to Protect: From Promise to Practice (Cambridge: Polity, 2018)

· Alex J. Bellamy and Tim Dunne (eds.), The Oxford Handbook on the Responsibility to Protect (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016)

· Cecilia Jacob and Martin Mennecke (eds.), Implementing the Responsibility to Protect: A Future Agenda (London: Routledge, 2019)

Students may also wish to familiarize themselves with some other key texts, including: 

· Gareth Evans, The Responsibility to Protect: Ending Mass Atrocity Crimes Once and for all (Washington, DC: The Brookings Institution, 2008)
· Cristina G. Badescu (Stefan), Humanitarian Intervention and the Responsibility to Protect: Security and Human Rights (London: Routledge 2011)

· Cristina G. Stefan, “On Non-Western Norm Shapers: Brazil and the Responsibility while Protecting” European Journal of International Security (Volume 2, Issue 1, 2017), 88-110

· Cristina G. Stefan, “The Responsibility to Protect: Locating Norm Entrepeneurship”, Ethics and International Affairs, vol. 35 (2021), 197-211

· Sara E. Davies, “Addressing the Gender Gap in R2P”, in Alex Bellamy and Tim Dunne (eds.), The Oxford Handbook on the Responsibility to Protect (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016), 489-508
· Martin Mennecke, Denmark and the Responsibility to Protect: How to Put Atrocity Prevention into Practice in Danish Foreign Policy, 2019
· Serena K. Sharma and Jennifer M. Welsh (eds.), The Responsibility to Prevent: Overcoming the Challenges of Atrocity Prevention (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2015) 

· Annette Jansen, Anti-Genocide Activists and the Responsibility to Protect (Oxon: Routledge, 2017)

· Sheri Rosenberg, Tibi Galis and Alex Zucker (eds.), Reconstructing Atrocity Prevention (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015)

· James Waller, Confronting Evil: Engaging our Responsibility to Prevent Genocide (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016)
· Ervin Staub, Overcoming Evil: Genocide, Violent Conflict and Terrorism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013)

· European External Action Service, EU Responsibility to Protect – Atrocity Prevention Tool Kit, September 2018
· USAID, Field Guide – Helping Prevent Mass Atrocities, April 2015
Many of these books contain extensive case studies. Students should familiarize themselves with the key contemporary and historical cases, some of which are listed above, as the course will make frequent reference to them. Students may also examine some practitioner accounts, including:
· Kofi Annan, Interventions: A Life in War and Peace (New York: Penguin, 2012).

· Jean-Marie Guéhenno, The Fog of Peace: A Memoir of International Peacekeeping in the 21st Century (Washington, DC: The Brookings Institution, 2015)
· Romeo Dallaire, Shake Hands With the Devil: The Failure of Humanity in Rwanda (London: Da Capo Press; 2004) - Dallaire was commander of UN forces in Rwanda

· John Holmes, The Politics of Humanity: The Reality of Relief Aid (London: Head of Zeus, 2013)

� The speakers marked with an * will join us via zoom.  
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